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New Zealand’s comments on the Review of OIML D 16 – Principles of assurance of metrological control

Clause 2.8 Conformity assessment - New Zealand currently do not assess against requirements relating to safety and easy of use.  

Clause 2.9 – We do not confirm that the instrument will provide reliable results over a defined period of time – i.e. we do not have sunset clauses on certificates. 

Clause 2.10 – After carrying a verification test there is no mandatory re-verification periods. 

Clause 2.25 – “Field Surveillance” – during surveillance we do not evaluate the proper use of the instrument. 

Clause 4 – Most of the general information in this document is already in place in New Zealand and we have been following in it one form or other. 

Clause 4.5 – Not just manufacturers but the submitters must also be included (majority of approval applications in New Zealand are from submitters). Usually the manufacturers are located outside of New Zealand. (Applications are either overseas, in-situ or variants) 

Clause 4.6 – 

· Measurement process performance is highly dependent on instrument capability,

·  Operator certification to protect against fraud. 

New Zealand has no provisions for requiring certain instruments to be used with certain products. Future legislative review may look to address this.  

Clause 5.1 (b) – We do not have provisions for uncertainties in verification testing in our regulations. 

Clause 6.1.1.2.A – Immediate paragraph after 2nd bullet point – this is not inline with our regulations – any weight or measure or weighing or measuring instrument must be of an approved type 

Clause 6.1.2 – New Zealand does not have the resources to conduct CTT testing once equipment has been approved, in order to ensure manufacturers do not just submit gold plated patterns for approval. However we would be interested and willing to take part in a joint approach with other legal metrology authorities’ e.g Australia. The extent to which this may be done or is feasible would be a major consideration in determining how the system could work. 

Clause 6.2.11 – Currently we do not conduct testing for radio wave interference once the equipment has been approved and is in-service, we do not conduct post market metrological control inspections (influence factors).
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