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The US votes “NO” (with comments) on the CIML preliminary online ballot – DR revision of OIML R 49 Parts 1, 2 and 3 "Water meters for cold potable water and hot water."

US Comments:
The US has actively participated in every stage of the multi-year development of this draft (OIML R49/ISO 4064).
The US has voiced its strong opposition to the inclusion of “same-sign rule” requirements in R49 on several occasions (including the Gaithersburg meeting in Nov 2011, US comments on the 3CD in Sept 2012, and the London meeting in Oct 2012).  We believe the accuracy and maximum permissible error requirements of Section 4 “Metrological requirements” are adequate; that is the main reason for our opposition to the addition of “same-sign rule” requirements. 
It should be noted that “same-sign rule” requirements are not included in any of the other OIML TC8 dynamic flow documents including OIML R81, OIML R117, and OIML R137.
When the US previously opposed the “same-sign rule,” we were just opposing its inclusion as part of initial verification (R49-1, Section 7.3.6).  Please see our 9-page submission (included as pages 22 to 31/31 of the international comments/responses document that accompanies the DR of R49-1).
Now, for the first time, the “same-sign rule” requirements have been added to the “Type approval and evaluation” requirements in Section 7.2.3.  This is a significant, technical change between the 3CD and the DR of R49.  This significant, technical change was made by the secretariat without the approval of the Project Group.       
The US opposes this significant, technical change … opposes the “same-sign-rule” requirements in both Sections 7.2.3 and 7.3.6 … and votes “No” on the DR of R49.
The US proposes to delete the “same-sign rule” requirements from both Sections 7.2.3 and 7.3.6 and replace the wording in those sections with wording used in other parts of R49 and the MID ---- “The meter shall not exploit the MPE or systematically favour any party.”

