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For more information, please visit these websites:
www.kebs.org [ www.afrimets.org |/ www.unido.org | www.worldmetrologyday.org [ www.bipm.org [ www.oiml.org

KEBS Metrology Laboratories

The metrology laboratories of KEBS commenced in 1980 with calibration facilities for volume/flow,
temperature, industrial measurements, electrical (ac/cd), pressure, force and mass measurements.
Later more laboratory capabilities in dosimetry (radiation), acoustics and vibration, and photometry
were developed. The laboratories are now accredited to the ISO/IEC 17025 standard, offering
traceability and calibration in measurements. KEBS is currently establishing their metrology in
chemistry laboratory.

Since January 2010, Kenya is a member of the Metre Convention and the BIPM. The KEBS is also a
full member of AFRIMETS.

Further, KEBS is also mandated to develop national standards, carry out quality control and inspection
of local and imported products, offer training in quality management systems and certify different
quality standards. KEBS also carries out certain functions under the World Trade Organisation
Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (WTO-TBT).

Weights and Measures Department

“Our objective is to provide an opportunity for these future leaders...” -
- Joseph Koskey, Managing Director, KEBS

The Weights and Measures Department

The Weights and Measures Department (also known as Legal Metrology Service) in Kenya was
started in 1912 with the enactment of the first Weights and Measures Act. The Weights and
Measures Department today is one of the departments in the Ministry of Trade and Industry and
is established by Weights and Measures Act CAP 505 Laws of Kenya. The mandate of WMD is as
follows:

A Consumer protection and ensure fair trading by enforcing Weights and Measures Act Cap 513,
Trade Description Act Cap 505 and rules made under them

A Pattern Approvals of equipment intended to be used for trade

A Investigation and prosecution under the two Acts

A Workshop Approvals and licensing of people engaging in manufacture, repair and maintenance of
trade weighing and measuring equipment.

Measurements
in Daily Life
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SI base units
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Standard prefixes for the SI units of measure

Did you know? Measurements are important in all aspects of society: in commerce
and industry, health care, environment, science, technology and innovation.
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